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The Praying Mantis

By: Chris Farrar
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Species of Praying Mantids
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The Body of the Mantis
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The structure of the Praying Mantis is the same as all insects.  It has a head atop it's body connected to the thorax and with an abdomen at the other end.  The abdomen houses the vital organs.  The head is triangular with large, round, bulging eyes.  It has two long antennae and no ears on it's head.  The legs and wings are connected to the torso.  It has six legs, the back four are for walking and the shorter two front   legs are often in the “praying” position and have spines and sharp hooks for killing prey.  This “praying” position is what got the praying mantis it's name.  The plural of mantis is mantids.[image: image4.png]



Senses
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Praying mantids have very good vision.  They have large compound eyes that they use for hunting and for navigation.   The antennae on a mantis' head are also used for navigation.  Mantids are deaf to all sounds that are not ultrasonic.  The ear that picks up these ultrasonic sounds is a deep slit inside the thorax.  [image: image6.png]



Kingdom
Phylum
Class
Order

Animalia
Arthropoda
Insecta
Mantodea


                                                                                                         

Feeding


The praying mantis is a carnivorous insect.  It feeds mostly on other insects such as flies, crickets, moths, and spiders.  Some of the bigger mantids often feed on the smaller reptiles, mammals, or birds.  In order to catch its prey, a mantis will use its camouflage to hide and wait for the prey to come near enough to strike.  It then uses its front legs to grab the prey and bites the back of it's neck to paralyze it.  The mantis then eats its meal alive.

Mating


Praying mantids mate during the warm summer season.  The female mantis is known to often devour the head of the male mantis during mating.  This is more common in captivity than in the wild.  


In the fall, the female lays eggs in sacks called ootheca.  The female attaches these sacks to structures such as stumps and sticks.  The soft outer shell of the ootheca hardens after it is attached.  The hatching begins in the spring.  30 to 300 baby mantids can hatch from one ootheca.  They begin their life feeding on small insects or the other baby mantids.

Predators


The predators of mantids are animals that commonly feed on insects.  Their primary predators are birds and bats but spiders and some snakes feed on the smaller mantids.  Praying mantids are also their own predator.  Baby mantids often eat each other and the female mantis often eats the male during mating.

Lifespan

A praying mantis will generally live for one year.  In colder areas of the world the mantids do not live through the winter.

Other Facts

· A praying mantis can rotate its head 360 degrees.

· Mantis females are some of the largest insects.

· Baby mantids march single file.
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Scientific Classification of the Praying Mantis





There are about 1800 species of Praying Mantis Worldwide.  Of these approximately 20 are found in North America and Europe.  That's only 1% of all the species.
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